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Midhwest frish Focus

Omaha kickboxing coach often surprises students
with his love of traditional Jrish tunes

Paete Mahar

Mptmasf (rah Fimm
airy people meel Mick
Droy bz and think they "ve
g the man pegged

A kick boxer, with two world
championships under is beli and
coaching credil
For producing al
least a half=doeen
profegee, most
folks who meel
B would ¢l
acterize him as
one very tough
CUSIIMIET,

Which is pre-
cisely how Dovlke
WHELS iy Curedil
OF prospective
sludent 10 view
B ot his martial
ans gym in sub-
urban Omaha.

Others, howey-
er. have a very
differemt view of
e man

They see him
A5 an ivelerle
[rish balladeer,
quick 1o strum a
Tune on 4 guikir,
indola or
Bousouki that
could bring tears
10 yOur eves of
rowdy pub (unes
it make you
thrcat oy oul for
a pind.

Which is pre-
cisely how Dovle
wants hig lisen-
ers o view him

el somes
where in the mid-
dle of this is
Mick Dovle, the
son of Robbie Doyle who would fol-
lowy lis Dra arcund Dublin listening 1o
session alter session And then it
would be off w e gyim where the
elder Dovle, a boxing powerlouse in
liis owin fight, would teach the bos
I 10 stay o0 his feet in the rough-
and-tumble Ballymun neighborhood.

“I started boxing when | was about
seven, | geess,” Dovle said. "By ihe
time T was 11, 1 had already stared
kickboxing and, soon afier, [ became
e neional champion”

But even as he began 10 blossom as
a fighter, Dovle was also becoming
e and more intagued with the
world of Irish music.

“Iihink it all stared one day wlen
[ picked up a bodhran and convinced
iy sell 1 could learm w play L™ Ie

Mick Doyle,

Champion Kickboxer

-
rEC

sd. T rom
then on |
would o to
segslons and
play along as
best | could.”

A5 afeen,
Do e made
the decision to
crgrate, -
ing in Cheha, Meb., whene hus sister,
married to an Aar Force member.
sponsored him and ol hom enralled
i a local college.

But ihe kickboxing was never far
from Doyle's ithoughs and he was
soon back o trammang seven or ezht
hours a dayvs and, by 198%, had made
his way to s first World
Champronship,

“By then | was mamed and decid-

ed 1o retire o spend more
tiime with my Taonily,” he
said.

Mot long after his
retirement, tough, Doyvle
adimits he was “lured”™ out
of his inactive status and,
in 1999, wiks once again
World Kickboxing
Chamipdon.

About this time, afler
being offered a cance 1©
coach a national kickbox-
ing e, Dovle begin 1o
serously mull a Tuture in
guiding young fighters 1o
chiampionships of iheir
OWL

Ii was also about this
time et the mnsic came
back into his life.

“It was e mad-20s and [ got a call
Cromm ong of (e new casings and ihey
asked if I playved Irish music,” Dovle
recalbed. “1 said 1 did but T wasin'i a
Band or anvibing. Then they wold me
e Kind of money they wene willing
1o pay if 1 was a band and pretiy
quickly 1 got ong wogether.”

Dovle had heard about a folk musi-
cian by ihe name of Dave Marsh and
a couple others, all of whom agreed

Irish Balladeer

1o Form an improvised Insh musical
group. But ihe group still Tad mo
RIS

ST camee 1o me one day that we
were a pretly mixed bag. ethnically
speaking.” Dovle said. “ 50 we decid-
ed ihe name “Ellis Island’ would pret-
Iy accurately describe the makeup of
e band.”

These davs, Doyvle and Marsh are
e sole survivors of that indiial gquin-
ter, but that's just fing with the soft-
spoken [rishiman.

“I remember the Tirst time 1 met
Dave.” Doyle recalled. “He pulled up
in Front of my howse and began
undoading one instrument afier angil-
er. I asked him how many people he
lad coming with him amnd he said i
wis just himsell and those were the
instruiments e plaved ™

These davs
Dowle splils
liis itz
between his
VEIY SUC0esss
Ml gvim and
il oecasional
chance 1o go
o the road
with barsh,

“I's kind of
Ty wlen
Drave and |
play because
W IEVER el
Iy gel a chance
1o rehearse
Dechnse we
livie about an
lrour apart,”
Dovle said.
“So ' preiy
imach just seind
I am g=imail
of someihing
il | Tewve a
song I'd like
1o 1y o1
imavie 1711
even el im the night of a perfor-
mance the name of the song and ihe
key it"s inand off we'll go. I s
good, maybe we'll do it again I it's
ol then mavise we'll try something
else”

175 a Nexibility borme of venrs
gauging an opponent or an audience
and an ability that seis Mick Dovle
apart froin all the other mere con-
Lendirs.



